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1. About the Film 
 
If National Governments can’t solve the climate crisis, then who will? 
 
Not Without Us follows seven grassroots activists from around the world to the 21st 
U.N. Climate Talks in Paris. With climate change already affecting their lives, they 
reveal what’s at stake if a strong agreement to limit carbon emissions is not reached. 
Yet, the landmark Paris Accords, signed by 196 nations, is non-binding and fails to 
mention the main cause of global climate change: fossil fuels. How could this be? 
 
Not Without Us connects the dots. Between the inability of the U.N. process to address 
climate change and Big Oil’s control over governments. Between the greatest economic 
inequality in the history of mankind and the oncoming climate crisis. Between a fossil 
fuel driven economy and the 1% who control it. 
  
Not Without Us demonstrates the importance of grassroots groups empowering mass 
movements to create the systemic change we need. Real change that comes not from 
top down, but the bottom up, organized by social movements to harness the greatest 
force we have: humanity.  
 
This is a critical time for the climate justice movement. A film screening of Not Without 
Us can be a powerful tool for getting people together to start conversations - and we 
need to come together to confront the vast challenges we face today. The film was 
made with the intention of raising awareness, inspiring action, creating meaningful 
dialogue, and providing climate activist organizations with a film that they can use to 
advance their work and strengthen their movements.  
 
2. Screening Checklist 
 
Thank you for hosting a screening of Not Without Us. Careful pre-planning will ensure 
that your event has as much impact – and garners as much support – as possible.  
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As with any event plan, it is important to get clear on the event goal(s), target your 
audience, assess the resources available to you, and consider timing and location. The 
list below is designed to help you get started building your plan. 
 
To begin: 
 
• Goals: develop the goals for the screening, (i.e. to deepen the understanding of the 

climate struggle in your base/allies, to share lessons from climate justice advocates, to 
draw links to local work, etc.) 
• Audience Make-up: who do you need in the room to achieve your goal(s)? 
• Outreach/ PR / Media: how are you going to attract your target audience? 
 
 
I. Planning 
 
• Reach out to other groups in your area to find co-hosts and potential panelists 
• Pick an accessible venue, (consider capacity, location and disability access) 
• Timing (if possible, consider timing your event to coincide with a public meeting, 

hearing, appeal, protest, or related event)  
• Decide on format (MC / Speaker(s) / Panelists) 
• Consider conducting a Q&A session with the audience after the film screens 
• Make an invitee list. Plan to invite “influencers” on this issue in your community, which 

includes politicians, recycling organizations, energy and transportation planners, and 
others 
• Young people play a key role, so be sure to make a special effort to target them 
• License the film for your showing and determine your mode of screening (physical 

DVD, streaming, etc.) 
 
We are pleased to offer Not Without Us for educational screenings through our 
distribution partners Specialty Studios at www.videoproject.com/not-without-us.html 
 
For community screenings, fill out the screening request form on the Not Without Us 
website (notwithoutusmovie.com). 
 
 
II. Promotion 
 
• Create a post on your blog or website - let us know by email and we can cross 

promote through our networks (info@kontentfilms.com) 
• Set up a Facebook event page to help people share and invite others to the screening   
• Invite guests using a variety of ways to reach out; email lists, postcards, posting flyers 

on notice boards in shops or community centers 
• Use Evite to make an invitation and manage RSVPs in one place 
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• Identify and recruit outreach partners to contact their own networks that may be 
different from yours 
• Send out a press release to local media and use the opportunity to amplify local 

campaigns when promoting the screening event  
• Use some of the publicity and screening materials provided in the media kit on page 5 

of this packet. Be sure to update them with your specific local screening information 
 
 
III. On the Night 
 
• Do a technical check, make sure the projector and sound are all working 
• Prepare a sign-in sheet to collect names and emails 
• Set up a table or distribute flyers to your audience with information relevant to your 

campaign or organization’s work 
• Welcome everyone and thank them for coming 
• Explain the purpose of the event and the program 
• Introduce the speakers, and encourage attendees to stay after the film for a Q&A, 

discussion, or other program you’ve planned 
• Introduce the film before it screens 
• Immediately after the film ends, engage your audience. Remind them again to stay for 

a post-screening discussion 
• As part of the discussion after the film, be sure to provide a few specific actions your 

audience members can take to take action in your community 
 
 
IV. Follow Up 
 
• Send everyone who attended an email regarding an action opportunity or ways to get 

involved further, or just a thank you! 
• If you took photos, post them to your blog, Facebook event page 
 
 
3. Discussion and Action Guide 
 
Tips on facilitating a Q&A 
 
• Select a moderator or host in advance and have them brief panelists and speakers 

before the event 
• Ask the host to have some questions prepared for the panel before opening it up to 

the audience 
• Raise the lights so people in the audience can see each other 
• Ask your host to acknowledge any partners or activists at the event 
• Ask your host to encourage diversity of people to ask questions 
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Discussion suggestions 
 
• Did you hear much about the Paris Agreement in the news media?  Was what you 

heard similar to what you saw in this film?  
• What were your feelings about the overall message of the film? 
• Do you feel compelled to take action because of the film? If so, in what way? If not, 

why? 
• How are the issues raised in the film connected to the local struggles we are dealing 

with in this community? 
• Who or what are the forces we are up against to address the climate crisis? 
• What do you think it will take to address the climate crisis? 
 
Core Concerns around the Paris Agreement 
 
The Paris Climate Agreement of December 2015 is marked by the heavy influence of 
the fossil fuel industry. The deal reached at the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP21) never mentions the need to curb extractive energy, and sets goals 
far below those needed to avert a global catastrophe. The agreement signed by 196 
countries does acknowledge the global urgency of the climate crisis, and reflects the 
strength of the climate movement. But the accord ignores the roots of the crisis, and the 
very people who have the experience and determination to solve it. 
 
• The Agreement relies on voluntary versus mandatory emission cuts that do not meet 

targets scientists say are necessary to avoid climate catastrophe.  
• The Agreement advances pollution trading mechanisms that allow polluters to 

purchase “offsets” and continue extremely dangerous levels of emissions  
• The Agreement relies on dirty energies and false solutions including hydraulic 

fracturing (fracking), nuclear power, agro-fuels, carbon capture and sequestration and 
other technological proposals that pose serious ecological risks.  
• The operating text of the Agreement omits any mention of human rights or the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and women.   
• The Agreement weakens or strips the rights of reparations owed to the Global South 

by the Global North.  
 
4. Educational Resources 
 
We recommend sharing the It Takes Roots We Are Mother Earth’s Red Line report with 
the people who attend the event, by printing a few copies of the report to have available 
at the screening, and/or emailing the link to download the report to the people who 
attended. 
 
Grassroots Global Justice Alliance / It Takes Roots Delegation - We Are Mother Earth’s 
Red Line report: http://ittakesroots.org/GGJ_COP21_final2_web.pdf 
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Additional Resources: 
 
Statement on Paris Agreement Signing - International Alliance of Frontline 
Communities: http://ittakesroots.org/paris-agreement-signing/ 
 
We Are Mother Earth’s Red Line: Frontline Communities Lead The Climate Justice 
Fight Beyond The Paris Agreement:  https://theleapblog.org/we-are-mother-earths-red-
line-frontline-communities-lead-the-climate-justice-fight-beyond-the-paris-agreement/ 
 
The First Draft of History: Thirty-Four of the Best Pieces on the Paris Agreement at 
COP 21 (2016). Edited by John Foran:  https://cloudup.com/cdaFzYn961X 
(Includes links to many articles written in the aftermath of the Paris Agreement) 
 
 
5. Media Kit 
 
Use some of the publicity and screening materials provided here. Be sure to update 
them with your specific local screening information.  
 
• Not Without Us website: notwithoutusmovie.com 
 
• 2 Minute Trailer: https://vimeo.com/161547474 
 
• You can access a Not Without Us poster template and promotional postcard-sized 

template, seen below, from notwithoutusmovie.com in the Media section.  
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